
 

 
 
 

Management of Trees in the City of White Rock 
 

The City of White Rock has recently initiated a review of Policies and By-laws for 
the management of trees within the City. 
 
The City’s authority to manage trees is based on the provisions of the BC Local 
Government Act and Community Charter. The City can stipulate the criteria that 
need to be met prior to allowing a tree to be cut on both private and public property.   
However, the City does not have the authority to require the pruning or removal of 
trees on private property to preserve or improve the views of another property. 
 
The City’s current Tree Management By-law was adopted in 1998. It does not apply 
to trees on all properties in the City. Instead, it applies only to trees in ravine areas 
and areas with significant stands of trees (Map – Schedule A). 
 
In May 2009 Council received a new draft Tree Management By-law that would be 
applicable to trees on all properties in the City.  
 
City staff will be holding a series of Public Information Meetings this summer and 
fall to solicit input and concerns from White Rock residents on the management of 
trees within their community. Dates and locations for the Public Information 
Meetings will be posted on the City’s website and advertisements will be placed in 
the local newspapers. 
 
The City is also soliciting the input of City residents by requesting that they 
complete the attached questionnaire on tree management in the City.  Please 
return your completed questionnaire by Friday September 18, 2009.  
(extended from Friday September 11, 2009). 
 
The results of the Public Information Meetings and the responses to the 
questionnaire will be tabulated and then forwarded to Council later this year in a 
report taking into account the consideration of City Policies and By-laws for the 
management of trees within the City. 
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IMPORTANT NOTE 

 
Questionnaire responses will be held in confidence, but the City has to 
ensure that the responses are only from White Rock residents.  
 
To achieve this, respondents are requested to confirm their White Rock 
address below.  This page will be removed to ensure confidentiality when 
the responses are tabulated.  
 
A questionnaire will be considered complete only if this question has been 
filled in, confirming a City of White Rock address.  

 
 
(This page will be removed from the questionnaire when the responses are tabulated in order to 
ensure the confidentiality of your responses.) 
 
 
Please confirm your City of White Rock Address 
 
 
 City of White Rock address: 
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Tree Management in the City of White Rock 
 

Questionnaire 
 
Have you filled out your address on the previous page?  Questionnaire 
responses will be held in confidence, but the City has to ensure that the 
responses are only from White Rock residents. A questionnaire will be 
considered complete only if the question on the previous page has been 
filled in, confirming a City of White Rock address.  
 
Please complete and return the questionnaire by September 18, 2009 
(extended from September 11, 2009). 
  

Please circle your response to each of the questions, place an X or check mark where 
appropriate, and provide written responses where requested.  
 
 
1. The City’s current Tree Management By-law applies only to trees on private property in ravine 

areas and areas with significant stands of trees (see map attached – Schedule A). 
 

Do you think this is sufficient, or do you think that the City needs to have a Tree 
Management By-law that applies to trees on all public and private properties throughout 
the City? 

Please circle your answer 

 
Current By-law is sufficient ………………………………… ………………..Yes  No 

Need By-law to apply to all trees in the City…………………………………Yes No 

 
2. Should the City’s tree management policies and by-laws apply only to specific species of 

trees, such as firs and maples, and exclude others, such as cottonwood and alders, or should 
the City policies and by-laws apply to all species of trees? 

Please circle your answer 

 
City Policies/By-laws should apply only to specific species of trees………… Yes  No 
 

Please indicate species of trees to be protected or excluded from protection. 

Tree species to be protected ____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

Tree species to be excluded from protection ________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 
Policies/By-laws should apply to all species of trees…………………………. Yes  No 
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3. The current City Tree Management By-law applies only to trees that are at least 20 

centimeters (9 inches) in diameter or 3.65 meters (12 feet) in height.  
 

(The size of a tree is usually based on the width of the trunk measured about 4 ½ feet above 
the ground. And the size of a multi-trunk tree is usually the sum of the width of its largest 
trunks) 

 
What is the minimum trunk width of a tree that should be protected by City By-laws and 
Policies?  Please select only one of the following minimum tree widths:  

Please place an x by your answer 

 

�  5 cm (2 inches) ………………….. ___ 

�  10 cm (4 inches)…………………. ___ 

�  15 cm (6 inches).……………....… ___ 

�  20 cm (8 inches)…………………. ___ 

�  25 cm (10 inches)..………………. ___ 

�  30 cm (12 inches)…………………___ 

�  Greater than 30 cm (12 inches)… ___ 

 
4. Should the City allow a property owner to request that the City remove, top or prune a tree on 

public lands because it is a nuisance or is obstructing views?   
Please circle your answer 

 
Prune…………………………………………………………………Yes  No 

Top…………………………………………………………………… Yes  No 

Remove……………………………………………………………….Yes  No  

 
5. Should the City require a permit to remove, top or prune trees on private property? 

Please circle your answer 

 
Remove?…………………………………………………………….Yes  No 

Why? ________________________________________________________ 

 

Top?..…………...…………………………………………….….….Yes  No 

Why? ________________________________________________________ 

 

Prune?……………………………………………………………….Yes  No 

Why? ________________________________________________________ 
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6. Should the City issue a permit to a property owner to remove, top or prune a tree on their 

property because of any of the following circumstances or characteristics of the tree?  
Please circle your answer 

 
�  View obstruction………………………………………………….….Yes  No 

�  Inconvenience of leaves, pine cones, needles, pitch, sap………Yes  No 

�  Large roots protruding in lawn/driveway…………………………..Yes  No 

�  Too close to house/building…………………………………..……Yes  No 

�  Too big………………………………………………………….….…Yes  No 

�  Fruit trees……………………………………………………….……Yes No 

�  Other circumstances or characteristics not listed _________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 
 
7. Should a property owner be allowed to remove a minimum number of trees each year without 

a permit? If so, how many? 
Please place an x by your answer 

 
�  No trees removed without a permit ……………………………………….___ 

�  Allowed to remove 1 tree each year without a permit………………….. ___ 

�  Allowed to remove 2 trees each year without a permit …………………___ 

�  Allowed to remove 3 trees each year without a permit………………….___ 

�  Allowed to remove more than 3 trees each year without a permit ……..___ 

 
8. The current Tree Management By-law requires one or more replacement trees for every tree 

removed by an owner from a property within ravine lands and areas with significant stands of 
trees.   The replacement trees are required to be planted on the property where trees are 
removed, or cash-in-lieu of tree replacement may be submitted to the City.   

 
Do you think the new Tree Management By-law should require  
replacement trees for each tree removed from a property? …….………Yes No 

 
If so, how many?  (Please place an x by your answer) 

�  0 replacement trees………………………………………………. ___ 

�  1 replacement tree………………………………………………… ___ 

�  2 replacement trees……………………………………………….. ___ 

�  3 replacement trees……………………………………………….. ___ 

�  4 replacement trees……………………………………………….. ___ 

�  More than 4 replacement trees…………………………………… ___ 
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9. Should the number of replacement trees be based on the size of tree removed? That is, the 
bigger the tree to be removed, the more replacement trees required?  

Please circle your answer 

 
Tree replacement based on size of tree removed………………………………Yes No 

 
 
10. Should an owner be required to plant replacement trees on the property from which trees are 

removed, or could a property owner be allowed to also plant one or more replacement trees 
on other private property in the City? 

Please circle your answer 

 
Owner should be required to plant all replacement trees on their property…..Yes No 
 
Owner should be allowed to plant replacement trees on other  
private property in the City………………………………………………………….Yes No 

Why? __________________________________________________________ 

 
11. What should be the minimum fine for pruning or removing a tree without a permit? 

Please place an x by your answer 
�  No fine…………………………………………………………… ___ 

�  $100……………………………………………………………… ___ 

�  $500……………………………………………………………… ___ 

�  $1000…………………………………………………………….. ___ 

�  $5000…………………………………………………………….. ___ 

�  $10,000…………………………………………………………… ___ 

 
12. Should the minimum fine for pruning or removing a tree without a permit be based on the size 

of tree removed? The larger the tree, the larger the fine? 
Please circle your answer 

 
Minimum fine for non permitted tree removal based on tree size?....................Yes No 

 
13. Other comments, questions, or concerns regarding the management of trees in the City of 

White Rock 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
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