City of White Rock

Environmental Strategic Plan
September 2008

Jacques
Whitford

e AXYS




84 CITY OF \/ Wiiord

Y, WHITE ROCK BAXYS




d Jacques
J Whitford
dle AXYS

Project No. 1023421

Environmental
Engineering
Scientific
Management
Consultants

September 4, 2008
4370 Dominion Street
5% Floor
Burnaby BC

Canada V5G 4L7 .
David Pollock

Bus 604436 3014  Director of Municipal Operations
Fax 6044363752  City of White Rock
15322 Buena Vista Avenue
www.jacqueswhitford.com White ROCk, BC V4B 1Y6

www.axys.net

Dear Mr. Pollock
Re: City of White Rock Environmental Strategic Plan

We are pleased to submit the final report for the City of White Rock Environmental
Strategic Plan. This plan was developed with contributions from Council, staff, various
stakeholders and the public, and with guidance from the Environment Committee of

Q Council. It provides a framework and detailed implementation plan linking broad
(CK')OT"’D environmental objectives with ongoing City operations, services and policy and provides
\ ""z‘n'fyi leadership for the community on environmental sustainability.
It has been a pleasure working with you and the Environment Committee on this visionary
CANADA'S =T project. Please contact us if you require further information.
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Overview of the Environmental Strategic Plan

Development of the Environmental Strategic Plan

White Rockés City Council asked the Cityds Environme
Strategic Plan to outline its commitments to maintaining a sustainable community for those who live here
now and for the future of our children. The remkult [

more clearly identifying the ways in which municipal operations, services and policies protect the natural
environment and maintain a sustainable built environment, the City also provides leadership and supports
the community in individual sustainability initiatives.

This Plan was over two years in the making, through the work of the Environment Committee and in
consultation with City Council and the community. Community involvement and partnerships are essential
in ensuring the ongoing success of the Environmental Strategic Plan. Residents and stakeholder
organizations were surveyed in spring 2007, with over 80 responses to the guestionnaire. The draft plan
was presented to Council in November 2007 and public open houses were held in December 2007 and
April 2008 to provide opportunities for people to discuss topics they consider important. Stakeholders
consulted include federal and provincial governments, First Nations, environmental organizations and
property owners associations.

Structure of the Environmental Strategic Plan

The plan provides nine broad objectives and an implementation strategy describing specific goals,
actions, timelines, relative costs and ways of measuring progress in preserving the natural beauty and
characteristics that help define White Rock. City operations, policies such as the Official Community Plan,
Parks Master Plan and Strategic Transportation Plan, and commitments to climate change action were
considered during Plan development.

The broad objectives are:
Water 1: Protect and Enhance Semiahmoo Bay
2: Manage Rainwater Runoff and Sanitary Waste Appropriately
: Preserve the Drinking Water Source
Land : Protect Wildlife Habitat
: Protect and Enhance the Tree Canopy
: Eliminate Cosmetic Pesticide Use

: Reduce Solid Waste and Promote Recycling

0o N o 0o b~ W

Air : Promote Energy Efficiency and GHG Reduction in City Facilities and Operations

9: Promote Energy Efficiency and GHG Reduction in the Community

This document contains four sections and two appendices: Water (Section 1), Land (Section 2), Air
(Section 3) and Implementation of the Environmental Strategic Plan (Section 4). General objectives and
goals are described in Sections 1, 2 and 3. Details about measurable parameters, actions items,
recommended timelines and relative costs are provided in Section 4 and in the Implementation Plan
(Appendix A). The questionnaire used in the public survey is provided in Appendix B.
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Recommendations for Short Term Implementation

The City will be able to implement the Environmental Strategic Plan through planning, adjustments to
existing operations, development of public awareness programs and ongoing dialogue with the
community about what makes White Rock a wonderful place in which to live and work. Cost and
operational efficiencies have been identified, which will help offset costs of new initiatives. One of the
bonuses of considering environmental, social and economic costs and benefits together is that it is cost-
effective in the short term and the long term.

With 9 objectives, 21 goals and 46 individual action items in the Implementation Plan, determining the
highest priorities for the City is essential. A screening process was developed that ranked timelines for
implementation and relative costs of individual action items. Three timelines were identified: short term
(implement within 1 to 5 years); medium term (implement within 1 to 10 years); and longer term
(implement within 1 to 15 years). Three broad classes of relative costs were used: minimal (up to
approximately $25,000); moderate (up to approximately $100,000) and high (over $100,000).

Following discussions with staff and the Environment Committee, eight action items have been identified
as particularly important for implementation in the short term because of their high potential for immediate
improvement in the environment of White Rock, links with current City initiatives and priorities, and
encouragement of environmental awareness in the community. These priority items include:

A Working with partners to improve water quality and aquatic life in Semiahmoo Bay (Objective 1)

A Developing an Integrated Rainwater Management Plan (Objective 2)

A Continuing to improve sanitary waste infrastructure to reduce inflow and infiltration and prevent
emergency overflows of the Metro Vancouver pump station to Semiahmoo Bay (Objective 2)

A Adopting the Tree Management By-law (Objective 5)

A Developing a Cosmetic Pesticide Use By-law (Objective 6)

A Evaluating options to expand the current solid waste management initiatives (Objective 7)

A Developing the Climate Charter for reduction in GHG emissions (Objectives 8 and 9)

A Initiating awareness and education initiatives to support City actions (all objectives)

Since discussions began in 2005, the City of White Rock has undertaken several initiatives in key areas
t hat support this Environment al Strat egi ¢ sRdbaing.a
sustainable community. Baseline terrestrial and aquatic habitat inventories have been completed, garden
waste collection and other solid waste management services have been improved, the Tree By-law and
Strategic Transportation Plan have been developed and integrated rainwater management planning is
scheduled. Signing of the Climate Charter may be the most substantial commitment, and will lead to
reduced energy costs as the City finds ways to reduce GHG emissions. This has implications for
transportation, land use planning, infrastructure, and general environmental conditions.

A key element in developing this plan has been to listen to and work closely with residents and
community groups, to seek their input and help identify community values and ways to protect those
values. The consultation already undertaken for the Environmental Strategic Plan should be continued
through the Implementation Phase.

City of White Rock
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1 WATER

Water is a defining characteristic of White Rock, whether the topic is protecting Semiahmoo Bay for its
high wildlife and recreational values, assessing sources of contaminants in rainwater runoff, maintaining
municipal infrastructure or the quality of drinking water for residents.

This section describes three broad objectives for protection of water and ten specific goals:

Objective 1: Protect and enhance Semiahmoo Bay
Objective 2: Manage stormwater and sanitary waste appropriately
Objective 3: Preserve the drinking water source

City of White Rock



